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° FRIENDS OF MALABAR HEADLAND (FoMH)

December 2002

FoMH is a community based group formed in April 2000 to help protect the natural and cultural heritage of Malabar
Headland. The Headland contains the largest area of native bush left in the Eastern suburbs.

Our Visions & Goals
= A National park declared for the entire Headland = Revegetation & preservation of native flora & fauna
» Aboriginal & World War Il heritage sites protected, restored and maintained + Build a strong & active community +
Community access for multiple use recreation, cultural & education activities » A safe clean site

~ News & Recent Achievements

FoMH= Community Draft Plan of Manasement for Malabar
Headland and the CD-Rom librarv of plants was launched on
Thursday 29™ August at the Bowen Librarv. Tt was a huge public
event, the venue filled to overflowing. The Premicr, Bob Carr was
inviled to be the guest of honour, and other speakers were Peier
Ryan, Chair of FoMH, Mike Archer, local resident and director of
the Auvstralian Museum, Dominic Sullivan, Mavor of Randwick,
Ken Foster, president of the La Perouse Aboriginal Land Council,
and the M.C. was Professor Paul Adam from NSW Uni.

Randwick Council fullv endorsed the draft plan, and bought a copy
for cach councilor. You may access the plan from the local and
State library, or the FoMH website. Owver 100 copies were sold, and
comments on the plan are currently being compiled.

Speech excerpts (full transcript of Bob Carr's and the mavor's
speech will soon be on the web),

Bob Carr: I think we're
all agreed on the objective
that Malabar Rifle Range,
that is all the component
parts of i, should become a
national  park” “ ..the
Commonwealth doesn’t want
to hand over the land until all
the shooters” requircments
had been accommodated. . .™

“(n the prospect of housing:
vou should bear this in mind,
there 15 no prospect of
housing on the headland, I put a conservation order over the
Headland wsell when | was Environment Mimster, and | mean
there’d be blood in the sirects if the Commonwealth proposed that:
Headlands are very, very precious.”

On the Westem Section:  [It] “has long been zoned for housing,
zoned for militarv housing vears ago; this is the arca that abuts
South Maroubra housing estate, and John Fahev made it verv clear,
that when he was handing over the rifle range he wasn™t miending to
hand over that part of it — the Commonwealth wanted to develop
that so il gol some sort of a retum. I've got to say that every time [
look at that bushland, going out to La Perouse, 1 see it as more and
more precious. .. | see it as part of the rifle range, and we have got o
msist that we wanl that [rom the Commonwealth undeveloped as
well.”

“But, I've got to signal to vou, [ feel we will have a real fight with
the Commonwealth, arguing that the park ought to include that
Western arca of the Rifle Range...”

“Mow they can’t reallv do much without the co-operation of the
State, | mean the Commonwealth in theory can do what it likes with
its land, its not bound bv the State’s planming laws — that's the
fundamental legal positton, but in practcal terms if they don’t get
State co-operation, they 'd be hard pressed to develop any arca™

Damini livan Mavor 1]
Randwick: “Back in 1988 wour
council attempted without the consent
of the Commonwealth to rezone it [the
western scction], to a proposed national
park. As the Premier indicated at the
moment the western section is st
zoned for townhouse development. but
council has a draft plan, which says
that nothing will be bwilt on it. That is
still the current position of council”
“We will continue to work with the
Friends of Malabar Headland and the
State Government 1o sec that the plan
vou have helped to develop will be
adopted...” *L... look forward to
placing it officially before our council
for endorsement.”

All speakers were presented with a
native plant propagated from cuttings
and seeds from Headland species, grown by the stafl at the council
nursery in Barker St, Kensington.
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Thanks to all our helpers on the night, vou know who you are. It
would not have happened withoul vou: evervone did a lantastic job!

CD-Rom of Malabar Headland (above night) is available for $20
from Margaret Vazey (02) 9349 6043, or borrow it at the library.

Some of you may have
noticed the visual display on
the launch night, which
subsequently appeared in
the Bowen Library and
helped us to raise awarencss
of our precious heritage.
We attracted many new
members as a result and
some generous donations -
thank vou one and all. Here
(below and nght) arc
images from the Bowen
hibrarv display.

Donations: special thanks are due to Margaret Vazev for fund raising to
support her CD-Rom project, and to Frevatech Ptv Lid (details from
Margarct) for the software development. Major busingss donors were:
Mr Big Stuff Café, Maroubra Beach, Walsh's Village Pharmacy, South
Maroubra, and Victory Photographics, at Maroubra Junction,






